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ne of the most rewarding experiences for a
University president is sharing the joy, satisfaction, pride - and yes, even the relief - of Commencement with graduates and their families. The same is
true, I'm sure, for the trustees, faculty, and administration.
I believe that education is not received; it is achieved.
The crown jewel of the academic experience is reaching the
goal, the coveted degree, with hard work and determination. In this my fifth year as President, as I shook the
hands of the candidates, I shared the sense of accomplishment these young men and young women felt as they
walked across that stage.
Boston Celtics' president and head coach Rick Pitino,
our principal speaker at the undergraduate Commencement,
described the keys to success as "self-esteem, ferocious
persistence, and a relentlessly positive attitude." His remarks
are paraphrased on pages 9 and 10 of this issue, along with
photographs of the festivities - from the colorful processing
bagpipers, to the audience numbering 5,000, to the smiles of
the graduates and of their proud families.
Many graduates exemplified Coach Pitino's remarks
about persistence, none more so than David Papitto, son
of Board Chairman Ralph R. Papitto. David graduated
s1111111,n
cu111ln11de and was ranked first academically in the
Gabel Ii School of Business. "I am happy and proud of the
determination David has shown here," Mr. Papitto said.
Coach Pitino received an honorary doctor of public
service degree. We also honored Joseph M. Brito, Sr. and
Alan Gerry with honorary doctorates in business administration for their entrepreneurial achievements, and the
Right Reverend Geralyn Wolf with a doctor of humane
letters for her inspiration as a religious leader. The University bestowed an honorary doctor of education on Kristen
A. Avansino for teaching and supporting the performing
arts and an honorary doctor of letters to Patrick J. Purcell,
for an outstanding career in journalism and publishing.
The day of Commencement
-Saturday, May 22, 1999proved to be another
landmark in the history of
the school. Not only did we
welcome 700 new alumni
into our undergraduate
ranks, but also we honored
111 new law school
graduates during
afternoon ceremonies. The principal
speaker was the
Honorable Guido
Calabresi, Judge,
U.S. Court of
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Appeals for the Second Circuit. Both he and Professor of
Law James P. White received honorary degrees.
The Summer issue of The Bridge traditionally not only
features Commencement but also highlights Alumni
Weekend. For an account, including three outstanding
Alumni honored, see pages 18-22. Another big alumni
event - this one a firstwas the Pawsox vs. Durham
Bulls on June 28, which drew more than 375 alumni.
I regret to have to report the death of two of the
University's finest - Biology Professor and CEED Director
Mark Gould on June 9 and Law Professor Gary L. Bahr on
July 7.
Mark's distinguishing style with students and faculty
was to inspire. I'm told that, as part of the curriculum, he
issued an annual challenge to marine biology students to
measure the amount of water in the pond near South Hall.
It was a real hands-on exercise, in which teacher and
students alike waded into the pond for their research.
"They would either have to empty it teacup by teacup,
or be scientists. The assignment not only taught scientific
procedures, but also encouraged teamwork," Mark
explained. That was Mark - making a lively experience
out of a class project. He could bring the study of science
to life and make it interesting without sacrificing intellectual rigor.
Gary Bahr's death is a tragic loss to the University, to
the Law School, and to me ... His ever-present enthusiasm
and constant involvement never waned. He died working
with me in Lisbon to achieve our initiatives.
He was my colleague and friend for more than 30
years. His death is a great personal loss, and his absence
will be deeply felt by everyone who has known him.
Gary was a founding faculty member of the School of
Law when it opened in 1993. In addition to his duties at
Roger Williams, he was director of the Law School's study
abroad program in conjunction with Catholic University in
Lisbon.
This issue of The Bridge would not be complete without the traditional recognition of the recipients of the
Excellence in Teaching Award. This year the honors went
to business professor Dave Melchar '76 and biology
professor Aimee Keller. With all the many outstanding
faculty here at Roger Williams, you may ask "How are
they chosen?" The honorees are selected through the
efforts of the Student Senate. What better way to assess a
teacher's effectiveness than to ask students.
With each edition of The Bridge we endeavor to share
with you the many on-going milestones and accomplishments of our University family. It is my distinct pleasure
to be a part of this continued effort to "bridge" the space
between our campus and our alumni, parents and friends.

2~f1~
Anthony J. Santoro
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University Develops Links
With PortugueseRepublic

Master's Degree in Criminal
Justiceto be Offered

President Anthony J. Santoro has
announced the recent finalization of
agreements with the Portuguese
Republic.
The agreements articulate (1) an
accord of cooperation between the
University of the Azores and Roger
Williams University and (2) cooperation protocol between the Ministry of
Justice of the Portuguese Republic, the
Portuguese General Attorney, the
Luso-American Development Foundation and the Roger Williams Un.iversity
Ralph R. Papitto School of Law.
The University of the Azores
agreement includes development of
cooperative academic exchange including faculty, staff and students; exchange
of bibliographic materials; and reciprocal facilities.
The Ministry of Justice agreement
formalizes interchange between both
countries as a result of three annual
Justice Across the Atlantic Conferences. The protocol further strengthens collaborative relations through the
comparative study of the legal systems of both countries.

The School of Justice Studies will offer
a master of science degree in criminal
justice beginning in September 1999.
The new master's degree program
contains two specialized options:
Criminology, which emphasizes the
study of the nature and causes of
crime; and Justice System Management, which emphasizes modern administrative theory, legal issues in
personnel administration, and the
management of criminal justice system agencies.
Both degree options are designed
for students who have already earned a
bachelor's degree in any area of study
at an accredited college or university.

Fleet'sVirginia Roberts
Named to l3oard of Trustees
Virginia Roberts, of Rumford, R.I.,
senior vice president of Fleet Bank,
has been appointed to the Roger Williams University Board of Trustees.
Ms. Roberts oversees a portfolio
of general commercial and industrial
accounts in Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, as well as a
specialized portfolio in the healthcare/
not-for-profit market segment.
Having joined Fleet in 1977, Ms.
Roberts has worked within the Commercial Credit Department and the
New England, Metropolitan and Corporate Banking lending divisions. She
was named an assistant vice president
in 1981, a vice president in 1984, and a
senior vice president in 1995.
Ms. Roberts earned an MBA from
the University of Notre Dame and a
Bachelor of Secondary Education degree from the University of Toledo.
2
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TAKING TH£ BRIDGE TO SUCCESS - Mentors and mentees pose witli President Santoro and
Bank of Newport President Jack Ellis, as Mr. Ellis presents a check for $10,000 011 behalf of tlte
b,rnk to Jre/p support lite Bridge to Success Program, completing its fo11rtlz s11ccessf11lyear. From

left are Rogers Higl1School sh,dents Hope Smith and Anthony Richardson, Mr. Ellis, Roger
Williams student Louis Daza, President Santoro, and Roger Williams students Rilwa11 Feyisitan
mul Marin Villegas.

NEWS

"This is Roger Williams University's first master's degree program,"
said School of Justice Studies Dean
Thomas J. Hickey. "We are really
excited about the opportunity to provide our students with an excellent
graduate education that will emphasize the theory and practice of criminal justice."

Gehring Institute Here
The University was host to the Association of Student Judicial Affairs' (ASJA)
annual Donald D. Gehring Judicial Affairs Training Institute, held June 16-20.
Richard Stegman, assistant dean of
students/ director of student life, served
as co-director of this year's Institute.

The Institute annually brings upper-level campus educators and attorneys together to discuss issues of student conduct, including due process,
laws and mandates, codes of conduct,
issues of diversity, ethics, student development, and political climate.
The theme for th.is year's lnsti tu te
was "Combating Alcohol Abuse on College Campuses." TI,e keynote speaker
was Thomas Goodale, Ph.D., associate
professor, College of William and Mary,
and co-founder of the international
group BACCH S, wh.ich is the oldest
and largest student organization devoted to developing peer education programs focusing on alcohol abuse prevention. ❖

Bridgeto SuccessProgramGraduatesFirst Four-YearClass
The Bridge to Success Program, a collaborative project between the University and Rogers High School, Newport, this May graduated the first
class of students who successfully
completed the Program.
Over the past four years the high
school students have participated in
daily tutoring sessions at the high
school, academic enrichment classes
and career sessions at the University
and cultural activities such as attending a performance of Fame at the
Providence Performing Arts Center.
The goal of the Program is to increase minority retention at the secondary level.
"The Program's unique scheme of
successfully increasing academic
achievement via a mentoring model
has directly impacted the Bridge to
Success students, while indirectly impacting all minority students with
whom our Bridge to Success students
associate," said Victoria Johnson,
principal of Rogers High School.
"Teachers and parents have noticed a general increase in students'
maturity, attitude toward school and
perhaps, more importantly, an increase in motivation to succeed and
aspire to furthering their education
beyond high school," she added.

"We are extremely grateful for this
support which make possible our
mentoring opportunities for young
people in our community. Th.is can
only enhance a high school student's
transition from high school to college,"
President Anthony J. Santoro stated.
"The Program has exceeded our
expectations and has clearly had a positive impact on the lives of students.
The students continue to gain tremendous support as they look toward college as a viable option for their future,"
said Christel L. Ertel, vice president for
University Advancement.
Since its inception in 1994, the
Program has received over $550,000 to
support programming activities and
to establish endowed scholarships for
high school students completing the
Bridge to Success Program who attend Roger Williams University.
Funders include: L.G. Balfour
Foundation, Mass.; The John Clarke
Trust, R.I.; The Coca-Cola Foundation,
Ga.; The Hearst Foundation, Inc.,
N.Y.; Nellie Mae Foundation, Mass.;
Bank of Newport, R.I.; North Family
Trust, R.I.; Prince Charitable Trusts,
111.;The Rhode Island Foundation,
R.I.; and Herbert E. And Daisy Stride
Memorial Foundation, R.I.

A FLOAT TAKES SHAPE - Jeff Ball, '00, is interviewed by C/1n,111el10 about tJ,e making of tJ,e 4tl, of July float. A total of 24 members of the
Orientation staff, along with Facilities Management's Ed Borden, Ron Martino and Joe Oliveira, worked ro1111d-the-clockfor several weeks
preparing tl,e float, designed to depict the business area of Bristol's main street - Hope Street. n,e 11ear-completio11 project is shown with some of
tire sh,deut workers. TI,e final version received awards for Most Original amt Best in Parade.
ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
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FeinsteinCollege of
Arts and Sciences
,., The University Honors Program
has appointed Professor Dianne
Comiskey, Ph.D. as assistant director
for the program. In addition to her
past involvement with the Honors
Program, Dr. Comiskey will now be
responsible for organ.izational,
advising and recruitment activities.
She will begin her post for the 19992000 academic year.
,., Marie C. DiBiasio, Ph.D., assistant
dean, Center for Educational Studies,
has been appointed by Governor
Lincoln Almond and Comm.issioner of
Education Peter McWalters to co-chair
Rhode Island's Reading Excellence
Panel. She has also been appointed by
the Governor to be a member of the
Teacher Education Task Force. In
addition, she attended the annual May
conference of the International Reading Association's meeting in San
Diego, Calif., presenting a paper titled
"Rhode Island's Reading Excellence
Proposal: Its Impact on Pre-service and
In-service Education."
Ernest Greco, Ph.D., associate professor of political science, recently
gave a presentation titled "Mexico's
Transition to Democracy." His speech

,a.

PEOPLE

BRIEFS

also featured details on RWU's new
Winter Session Study Abroad Program in Cuernavaca, Mexico.
>a.The

poetry of Martha Christina,
professor of creative writing, recently
was published in two publications.
Ms. Christina's poem, "Battleground
State Park," from her book Staying
Found, recently appeared in the anthology What Hnve You Lost?, published by Greenwillow Books. One of
her works also was published in the
Spring issue of The Cnpe Rock, the 1.iterary magazine of Southeast Missouri
State University.
Recently, Ms. Christina read her
poetry at the first annual Provincetown (Mass.) Poetry Festival, the Boston Psychoanalytic Society and lnstitu te, and at Booksmith in Falmouth,
Mass.
,., Two professors and several students from the Department of Biology
recently gave presentations at two
professional conferences.
Presenting a paper/ posters at the
Rhode Island Natural History
Survey's conference, titled "Challenges and Opportunities Facing
Rhode Island's Biodiversity: The Science Behind the Issues," were: the late
Mark Gould, Ph.D., biology professor
and director of the Center for Eco-

nomic and Environmental Development (see page 15); and Martine
Villalard-Bohnsack, Ph.D., biology
professor.
Assisting with the presentations
were students: Paul Burt, senior,
Buzzards Bay, Mass.; Jessica Davis,
senior, Carlisle, Pa.; and Kathleen
Fisher, junior, Walworth, N.Y.
Also, presenting a paper/ posters
at the 28th Benthic Ecology Meeting,
held in Baton Rouge, La., were Dr.
Gould, Ms. Davis, and Ms. Fisher. The
presentations focused on macroinvertebrates as biological indicators.
,., Two professors recently participated in the international conference
of the Mediterranean Studies Association at the University of Coimbra in
Portugal, held May 26-29.
Rebecca Leuchak, Ph.D., assistant
professor of art h.istory, presented her
paper "For God's Sake Get Me to the
Church on Time: Mediterranean Images of the Martyrdom of Saint Thomas Beckett," to the Cultural Studies
panel.
Ernest Greco, Ph.D., associate
professor of political science, chaired
the Modern History panel at the conference.
Th.is year's conference, titled
"Crossing Boundaries: Europe Encounters New Worlds," celebrated the
quincentenary of Portuguese navigator Pedro Cabral's voyage to Brazil.

Schoolof Architecture,Art
and Historic Preservation

GONE, NOT FORGOTTEN - 1999 retirees, ltouored at tile 10th ammal Service Awards ceremonies were, from left, stauding James Munger, professor of chemistry; President Santoro; Eugene
Brickacl,, professor of letters and pliilosoplry; Antonio DeS011sa,custodian; and Maria Almeida,
Dining Services; and seated, Geoffrey Clark, professor of creative writfog.
4
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Stephen White, AIA, dean, has been
selected as a judge for Rhode Island
Monthly magazine's 1999 Design
Awards.
The fifth annual design awards
honors outstanding professional arch.itects and interior designers in
Rhode Island. Entries are judged in
six categories: interior design, residential; interior design, commercial/
corporate; architecture, residential
new construction; arch.itecture, residential renovation; architecture, commercial/ corporate; and new construction or renovation.

Joining Dean Wh.ite on the judges
panel will be Gabriel Feld, head of
Rhode Island School of Design's Department of Architecture; and Eliza
Tan, of Eliza Tan Interiors and the
Boston Design Center.

Schoolof JusticeStudies
Anthony M. Pesare, J.D., has been
promoted to associate dean of the
School of Justice Studies. During the
past year, Dean Pesare has contributed substantially to establish the
School of Justice Studies as a significant regional presence in justice
system education. He has also contributed to the plann.ing and initial
development of the Justice System
Training Institute; improving the
school's undergraduate advisement
system; recruiting students for the
master's and undergraduate programs in Criminal Justice; and developing the school's Advisory Board.

University College
Mary Turkel has been appointed to
the Advisory Board of University College. Ms. Turkel, a 1990 graduate of
RWU's Open Program (B.S., historic
preservation), is managing partner for
the Preservation Cooperative.

StudentActivities
The Department of Student Activities
has named John D. Lindsay as
coordinator of Student Organizations.
His primary responsibilities at the
Un.iversity will be advising the
Campus Entertainment Network.
Lindsay recently completed h.is
master's degree in counseling from
Shippensburg University (Pa.), where
he held a graduate assistantship in the
Department of Student Activities. His
experience covers a wide spectrum of
student activities, including advisor to
the program board and Family Day
committee as well as implementing
leadersh.ip programs to Student
Un.ion building operations.
He earned a bachelor's degree in
English and communications from
Cabrini College.

BRIEFS

WRESTLING TEAM JOURNEYS TO FINLAND
he RWU men's wrestling team
ecently returned from a 11-day trip
o Finland,where they teamed up
with the Helsinkiwrestling club for
several matches, stayed with host
families,and enjoyed the Finnishculture.
II was a memorable experience for
everyone involved, according to trip
chaperones Dave Kemmy, head wrestling coach, and Jim Cook, director of
intramurals and recreation.
The RWUcontingent was met at
Helsinki-VaantaAirport by the host
families,and were soon whisked away to
the Olympic Stadium,
venue of the 1952
Olympic Games.
Swimming,wrestling
matches, saunas, and
nightly "kebab"
cookouts filled much
of their agenda.
Sightseeing was also
an important part of
the trip, as the group
visited: the Finnish
National Cemetery;
enormous ice breaking ships; KvaernerMasa Yards, one of
the biggest shipbuildingfacilitiesin
the world; an outdoor flea market with
Russianvendors; several discos; the
largest naval fortress in the world,
Suomenlinna;and many of the 188,000
lakes in Finland.
Wrestlers attending the trip were:

T:

Jeff Bernard, Brian Bagdon, Tony
Coccarelli,Joe Curran, Angelo Diaz,
Peter Doucet, Jeff Douglas, Jamie
Gillon, Tim Grady, Matt Greim, Kevin
Logue, J.D. Misiak, Mike Pierce, Ray
Rask, Joel Resnick, Tony Riello, and Jim
Seward.

Some wrestlers' comments:

"Finlandwas one of the best trips I've
ever taken. One of the things I noticed
was how friendlyand calm they are."
"I willalways remember how much fun
we had as a team. I think it really
brought everyone closer together."
"Helsinkiis a beautiful city, with incredible architecture and lifestyle."
"It was very humbling competing in the
dual meets. You could feel the pride the
people have for their country."
"People ride bikes everywhere; (a very)
fitness-conscioussociety."
"Finnishpeople seem to have the idea that
sincelifecan be fun, lifeshould be fun."
"Finnishteens do not see the police or
their parents as against them."
"II was the best 11 days of my life."
"We had a great lime, and we learned
so much about the Finnishculture and
the people."
ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
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FOCUS

Public Relationsand
Publications
Holly Jensen, of Swansea, Mass., has
been appointed marketing communications coordinator, according to an
announcement by Dorothea Hesse
Doar, director of public relations and
publications. Her duties include
planning and implementing recruitment strategies for student enrollment in conjunction with Enrollment
Management and University College.
Ms. Jensen most recently earned a
Master of Arts degree in professional
writing from the University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, where she
previously had received a Bachelor of
Arts in English. From September 1998
to May 1999 she taught critical writing
and business communications at the
University.
In 1997 she worked as an editorial
assistant at the East Bay Newspapers
and news correspondent for the Fall
River Herald News.
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FACULTY

excellence
in 7eacbing
Q/[wards
:Jfonor
1v!llerandor[elcbar

D
A LEARNING EXPERIENCE Stude11t leaders who participated i11
the Service Leaming compone11t of
Volunteer Day this spri11gincluded,
from left, first row, Kurt Pelz,
advisor Barbara Grota, a11dDohSoo Lee; a11dback row, Holly Easo11,
Eri11Lyn Hutchinson a11dKathleen
Boyajia11. (Not prese11tfor the photo: Aimee Leger). Upper left photo shows student
leader Stepha11ie Bohman, with two of her charges, at the Bristol A11imal Shelter.)

SecurityOfficers Graduate
Four security officers recently attended the Rhode Island College and
University Public Safety Training
Academy. Graduating from the academy were: George Carinha, Kevin
Dwyer, Stephen Viscione, and William Watterson. This formal training
program, sponsored by the Rhode Island College and University Public
Safety Directors' Association, was
conducted at Bryant College.

MAYOR THANKS INTERN - /ason Neer '00,
above, marketing major from Pittsfield, Mass.,
gained first-hand experience working in local
govemment during the Spring '99 Semester as
an intern in the office of Vincent (Buddy)A.
Cianci, Jr., Mayor of Providence. Other Roger
Williams University students who also
intemed for the Mayor were Lindsay
Blumenthal '99 and Edward Perry '99.

ON

The academy was first established
in 1995 by the Directors' Association,
which consists of chiefs of police, public
safety directors, and directors of security from all ten colleges and universities in the state of Rhode Island: Brown
University, Bryant College, Community
College of Rhode Island, Johnson &
Wales University, Providence College,
Rhode Island College, Rhode Island
School of Design, Roger Williams University, Salve Regina University, and
the University of Rhode Island. ❖

SCIENTISTS DISPLAY
TIIEIR WORK Heath Capello '99,
right, chats witlt
Andrew Tate, marine
biology lab manager,
at the Spring Science
Expo.

avid E. Melchar, '76, professor
of management, Gabelli School
of Business, and Aimee A.
Keller, Ph.D., adjw1et professor,
Feinstein College of Arts and Sciences,
are the 1999 recipients of the University's
Excellence in Teaching Awards.
Professor Melchar has contributed
in many ways toward the mission of
quality education at RWU. He has
served as acting dean and associate
dean of the Gabelli School of Business,·
as well as assistant to the Vice President
for Academic Affairs. He teaches in
both the evening and external programs
for University College.
He earned his
bachelor's degree in business administration in
1976. He then earned his
master's degree in management from the Naval
Postgraduate School
(Monterey, Calif.) in 1980.
Prior to his career in
academia, Professor
Melchar served in the
United States Marine
Corps from 1965 through
1986, earning two Meritorious Service Medals, a
Navy Commendation
Medal and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry,
retiring as a lieutenant
colonel.
Professor Melchar
joined RWU's management
department in September of
1986. He has also served as
director/ coordinator of
Academic Advisement Program, the Freshman Seminar Program, and the Academic Resources Center.
Professor Melchar' s
influence on students
goes well beyond the
classroom. He also de-

signed and conducted study abroad
programs to Great Britain and Europe,
and the former Soviet Union.
"Dave Melchar is truly deserving
of this award. He is a complete
teacher," said Gabelli School of Business Dean Frederick J. Kelly. "He
combines high standards, a concerned
and caring philosophy, and true dedication to each and every student."
Professor Melchar is currently
working toward his Ph.D. in management at the University of Rhode Island.
Dr. Keller has been teaching
oceanography and ichthyology as an

adjunct faculty member at RWU since
1990. She is also an associate marine
research scientist at U.R.l.'s Graduate
School of Oceanography, where she
earned her Ph.D. in 1986. (She also
earned her B.A. in biology and M.S.
in zoology from U.R.I.)
One student summed up Professor
Keller's commitment to her students
by stating:
"Although Dr. Keller is part-time
faculty, she has been more than willing
to go the extra step in ensuring my
academic success at Roger Williams
University. Learning is not just fun
with Aimee Keller; it is an
experience
The author of several
professional papers, Dr.
Keller received the Senior
Research Fellowship in
Global Change Research
from the National Academy of Science in 199697. She is also a member
of the American Society
of Limnology and Oceanography, the New England Estuarine Research
Society, and the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.
"Dr. Keller's enthusiasm about science and
her ability to articulately
present information and
concepts to students distinguish her as a teacher,"
said colleague Harold F.
(Skip) Pomeroy, biology
professor.
Prior to joining Roger
Williams University, Dr.
Keller was a fishery biologist for the Smithsonian
Institute and the Northwest and Alaska Fisheries
Center. ❖

ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
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RWU Earns 1999 CASE
Circleof ExcellenceAward
for EducationalFund Raising
Roger Williams University's national
award for overall fund-raising improvement in the category of Private
Liberal Arts institutions with more
than 10,000 alumni was presented at
the 1999 CASE International Assembly held in Boston, Mass. on July 19.
University President Anthony J.
Santoro and Vice President for
University Advancement Christel
Ertel accepted the award on behalf of
the University.
Each year since 1959, the Council
for Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE) and its predecessor
organizations have recognized
development programs of excellence
at academic institutions across the
nation. This year marks the seventh
year of an awards program to recognize Overall Fund-Raising Improvement in Educational Fund-Raising
Programs.
The Circle of Excellence Awards
Program for educational Fund Raising

is open to all (3,000) CASE member
universities and colleges in North
America.

"This prestigious third party
affirmation reflects the continued and
growing support from our constituents: alumni, trustees, parents,
friends, corporations and foundations," said Vice President Ertel.
"To be one of five colleges and
universities, on a national level,

recognized and honored by CASE
reflects the tremendous growth the
University has experienced over the
past several years. Every graduate
should realize the enhanced value of
his or her degree," stated President
Santoro.
Fund raising traditionally bridges
the gap between tuition income and
the cost of providing a superior
education for our deserving students.
Increased income provides for additional scholarships, new classroom
equipment, visiting lecturers and

Self-Esteem,
Persistence,
Positivism:
Keysto Success

increased library holdings. Charitable
giving continues to provide the
margin of excellence at Roger Williams University.
"Donors, volunteers, and University advancement staff members who
contributed to the success of this year's
1999 CASE Circle of Excellence award
are to be congratulated," President
Santoro observed.
Eustace Theodore, president of
CASE, in a letter to the University,
stated:
"Congratulations' Roger Williams
University is a winner of CASE's 1999
Circle of Excellence in Educational
Fund-Raising Award, which honors
superior fund-raising programs across
the country.
"Your institution is among the
exceptional group of colleges, universities and independent schools named
to the Circle of Excellence, either for
exemplary performance or outstanding improvement in fund raising." ❖

S

HONORED BY CASE - from left, Judith M. Jasper, chair, CASE Board of Trustees; President
Santoro; Vice Preside11t Ertel and Eustace D. Tlieodore, president, CASE.
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uccess and extraordinary achievement are not gifts of
God or chance, but choices all of us can make for
ourselves.
That was the central message of the 1999 undergraduate Commencement address by Rick Pitino, president and
head coach of the Boston Celtics. He spoke to the 700-plus
members of the Class of 1999 under a huge white tent,
with sunny skies and warm temperatures that have come
to be graduation traditions on the
Bristol campus.
Echoing the theme and title of
his book, Success ls a Choice,Pitino
said that self-esteem, ferocious
persistence, and a relentlessly
positive attitude will produce
extraordinary achievement in any
arena. He said extraordinary
people, like Larry Bird and Magic
Johnson, are those who elicit the
best from others.

Other honorary degree recipients were Kristen
Avansino, president and executive director, E.J. Weigand
Foundation; Joseph M. Brito, Sr., president, Brito Enterprises; Alan Gerry, chairman and CEO, Granite Associates,
L.P.; Patrick J.Purcell, president and publisher, The Bos/011
Herald; and the Right Reverend Geralyn Wolf, bishop,
Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island.
Persistence was also a theme of Ralph R. Papitto,
chairman of the Board of Trustees. He said determination
has been central to the establishment of the law school and
to the additions and enhancement of the university's
physical plant, academic programs, and entrance standards.
Papitto also lauded the determination of his son, David,
who graduated this year s1-111111,ncu111 /nude as marshal
(academically first in the class) of the Gabelli School of
Business. David entered johns Hopkins Universitv about
15 years ago, but left well before graduation, "not readv for
the rigors of college," said his father.
David then made a career and a family. But, he knew
that he would benefit from a college education, and kne\\'
that he had become sufficiently mature to succeed.
"When he approached me for advice, ... I had no
hesitance in recommending Roger Williams to him," said
his father. "That shows what I think of the job that President Santoro, the administration, the deans, and the facultv
have done here. Very few people know this University
•
better than [ .. (and) I put my monev and something that is
far more precious than money - my son's future - where
my mouth is. Neither David nor I have regretted his
decision for a minute. And, of course, I am happy and
proud of the determination he has shown here."

ROGER WILLIAMSUNIVERSITY
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Pitino's philosophy reverberated
in the remarks of Romey J. Sabnani,
president of the senior class (also
sophomore and junior years), while
Holly Fucso, president of Alpha Chi
honorary society, offered curriculum
advice to the deans and faculty.
"Believe and you will achieve," is
how Sabnani said his mother had
expressed the same advice that Coach
Pitino brought to campus that day.
Fusco recommended the addition of
such courses as Life 101: Survival
Without Mom and Dad.
"Education is achieved, not
received," said Anthony J.Santoro,
university president. He asked the
graduates to apply their achievement
to making a difference in the world,
helping to end, or at least lessen,
poverty, injustice, hatred, violence, and
that most shortcoming - apathy.
"That is the measure of a man or
woman: not how much money they
accumulate, but do they make a
positive difference?" ❖

A HAPPY DAY- Families and their guests
enjoyed the memorable day. It wasn't difficult
for the photographer to find smiling faces in the
crowd - amo11g them: David Papitto, marshal,
below with flag, Gabe Iii School of Business;
and Elizabeth Colagiovanni, marshal, Feinstein
College of Arts and Sciences, with her dad,
Professor Rocco Cofagiova,mi, faculty marsl,al,
at right.

HONORJS CA USA - Honorary degrees went to
Patrick Purcell, above, left; Kristen Avansino;
Bishop Geralyn Wolf; Alan Gern;; and Ceasar
Brito. Others pich1red are Dennis Revens '72,
president, Alumni Association; Holly Fusco,
pres;dcnt, Alpha Chi; Romey Sab11ani, pres;dent,
senior class; Pres;deut Anthony J.Santoro; and
Chairman Ralph R. Papitto.
10
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YIMBY,
NIMBY:
Calabresi

D

ecrying the NIMBY (not in rny
backyard) movement and all
who shirk the responsibilities
of citizenship, the Honorable Guido
Calabresi, Judge, U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit,
challenged the class of 1999 of the
Ralph R. Papitto School of Law:
"Be part of the generation that
says, 'If it's right for our society and
our country, put it in my backyard, at

my cost, on my
back.' When we
have responded
to problems in
this way, we

12
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The law school also bestowed an
honorary degree on James P. White,
professor of law, Indiana UniversityIndianapolis, a scholar, dean, and
member of the Order of the Coif, the
national honorary society of lawyers.
Anthony J. Santoro, president of the
law school and university and founding
dean of tl,e law school, and Ralph R.
Papitto, chairman of the Board of
Trustees, also challenged the graduates.
"Capitalize on your law degree to
build a career, achieve status, and earn
a living," Santoro said, "but don't let
that be enough for you. Also work to
protect the injured, help the povertystricken, reduce violence, and strive for
equality of all races and both sexes.
Work for a less intrusive government."
"Lawyers have been at the
forefront of great social progress in
the United States," Papitto said, "but
today I also see lawyers scrambling
for business without regard to justice
and, in some cases, without regard to
the best interests of their clients.
"Take this fine legal education
that you have acquired and justly
earned. Use it honestly and ethically."
Heather E. Marsden, valedictorian of the Day Division, and Michael
H. Brady, valedictorian of the Night
Division, accepted the challenges on
behalf of their classmates.

Not

have achieved
much."
Judge
Calabresi said
that, loo often,
the privileged
members of prior
American generations have advocated
reform that principally burdened
others. That, he said, has caused the
backlash that we sec today against
many of the reforms of the 1960s.
Judge Calabresi brings the
refugee's perspective to American
society, having come to the United
States as a child with his parents
when they fled European fascism in
the] 930s. He graduated s1111111,n
CIIIII
ln11dcand Phi Beta Kappa from Yale
University. After graduate study as a
Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University,
he graduated first in his class, 11ing11n
CII111
ln11de,from Yale Law School. He
was a clerk to Supreme Court Justice
Hugo Black and, at 29, was named
one of the youngest full professors in
the history of Yale University.

COMMENCEMENT

"In law enforcen1ent, in business, in

any field, we will see unfairness and
injustice," said Brady. "Now, as
lawyers, we can no longer say, 'You
can't fight city hall.' Our legal education provides the means and confers the
responsibility to effect positive change."
"We must realize that anv in-

GRADUATES CHALLENGED - As tire Class o/1999 lenves the
School of Law - wit/, clrnlfenges from Judge Calabresi, President
Sa11toro {llUf Clrnimum Paµit-to -

the Jaw al1111111i
base 110w

nttmbers almost 500.
Pictured above left are: Interim Denn Bruce Kogan, honorary
degree recipie11t James P. \·Vhite, Day Valedictorian

Marsden and Eve11i11gVnledictorinn Michael Brady.
St111toro,CJ,ninmm Papitto and Associate

Heather

President

Justice Victoria

Lederbergpresent lwnoray degree to Judge Guido Calabresi.

equality under the law is ou( responsibility to change," Marsden said.
Commencement 1999 not only
conferred degrees and congratulations
on JOO-plusgraduates, but also welcomed Harvey Rishikof as Dean and
thanked Bruce Kogan for serving as
interim dean between the retirement of
John Ryan and Rishikof's appoinh11ent.
A reception on the law-school
lawn followed the ceremonies,
leavened by cameras, gratitude to
parents, spouses, and other supporters, and n1ore than a few tears of
satisfaction and joy. •!•
ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
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GARY

ProfessorBahr
SorelyMissed
Gary Bahr, professor of law, Ralph R.
Papitto School of Law, passed away
suddenly on Wednesday, July 7 in
Lisbon, Port·ugal, where he was directing and teaching in the School of
Law's Legal Study Abroad program.
In a letter to the University community, President Santoro said: "This
is a tragic loss to the University, to the
Law School and to n1c.

BAHR

@nct{emontD11

1937-1999

"Gary joined the Roger Williams
University community six years ago.
He was among the first professors to
join the law school faculty, and he
served as its first associate dean.
"His ever-present enthusiasm and
constant involvement never waned.
Even at the end he was working with
n1e in Lisbon to achieve our initiatives. He was my colleague and
friend for more than 30 years.
"While his death brings great
personal loss, his absence will be
deeply felt by everyone who has
knov.,n him."

ALPHR,
HOOL

MARK

Dean Harvey Rishikof commented, "This is a very difficult moment, since I just was getting to know
Gary both as a friend and colleague,
and I know how much the law community respected his contributions
and presence. He will always be remembered and deeply missed."
Professor Bruce Kogan, who
served as interim dean until the arrival of Dean Rishikof, said,
"Perhaps as much as anyone,
Gary Bahr helped to shape the School
of Law's humanistic, student-friendly
culture. Gary viewed himself as a
teacher of the law, with a special responsibility to train the next generation of competent but caring lawyers."
Bob Falvey '98 remembers Professor Bahr well.
"Those of us fortunate enough to
know him outside of the classroom
know the depth of his graciousness
and his zest for life. We shall miss
him."
Professor Bahr, in addition to his
duties at Roger Williams, served as
director of the Law School's study
co11ti1111ed
011page 28

Remembering Professor Gary Bahr

A memorial fund honoring Professor Gary
Bahr has been established at Roger Williams University Ralph
R. Papitto School of
Law by his family.
Announcement of the
fund, named The
Gary Bahr Memorial Fund, was made
recently by President Anthony J.
Santoro.
Anyone wishing to donate to
The Gary Bahr Memorial Fund

may do so by sending a check,
payable to Roger Williams University to:
Roger Williams University
Ralph R. Papitto
School of Law
Attn: The Gary Bahr Memorial Fund

Ten Metacom Avenue
Bristol,RI 02809
If you have any questions,
please call the Development Office at
(401) 254-3204
14
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CEEDDirector
GouldInspired
Thousands
"Be inspirational," Mark Gould would
often say as he would begin his day,
according to colleague and friend,
James Tackach, professor of English.
How fitting a comment from a
man who has inspired no doubt hundreds, perhaps thousands of students
throughout his nearly 30 years of
teaching here.
The University, the community,
and indeed the entire State of Rhode
Island has suffered a tremendous loss
in the recent passing of Dr. Mark
Gould, who died suddenly of a massive heart attack Wednesday, June 9.
At the time of his death, Dr.
Gould was director of the Center for
Economic and Environmental Development at Roger Williams University,
where he was professor of biology for
many years.
University President Anthony J.
Santoro said:
"Mark's passing is a devastating
blow to the University. His enthusiasm for Roger Williams and his profession knew no limits.
"Just last week he actually had me
climbing down from the classroom
learning platform to see the clams he
was growing and which he expected
to transplant to Prudence Island.
"The most serious blow, of course,
is to the scores of future students who
will be denied the opportunity to
work with Mark."
Dr. Gould, a resident of West
Kingston, was an active scientist/educator and a much sought-after speaker
before environmental groups throughout New England. He consulted with
various organizations on a wide range
of subjects related to the environment, including waste energy, marine
flora and fauna, and wetlands.
He was trustee of Save the Bay and
a member of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, Society
of Nematologists, Ecology Action of
Rhode Island, Nature Conservancy, Si-

erra Club, and chaired the Rl1ode Island
section to implement a portion of the
Clean Water Act.
He joined the University faculty
in 1972, became head of the biology
department in 1976, division coordinator in 1978 and was named dean of
the School of Science and Mathematics in 1990.
In 1997 Dr. Gould was named the
Forrest C. Lattner Professor of Environmental Studies, the University's
first named professorship.
When the University established
the Center for Economic and Environmental Development in 1997, Dr.
Gould was named director. Under his
leadership the programs of CEED
have continued to expand in the areas
of marine biological research.
Dean Ronald Ambrosetti commented on Dr. Gould's passing.
"Our collegial minds and spirit
take solace in the living legacy of a
brilliant scientist."
Ted Hayes, editor of the East Bay
Window, Bristol Phoenix, in an editorial honoring Dr. Gould, said:
"Mark Gould was one of the
state's most respected environmentalco1Itillued 011page 28

A scholarship honoring Professor Mark
Gould has been established at Roger
Williams University.
Announcement of
the scholarship,
named The Mark
Gould memorial
Scholarship and Research Fund, was
made recently by President Anthony J.
Santoro.
"I have talked with his wife, Lisa,
and considering his dedication to students. it is most appropriate to establish a scholarship and research fund in
his name." President Santoro said.
Anyone wishing to donate to
The Mark Gould Memorial Scholarship
and Research Fund

may do so by sending a check,
payable to Roger Williams University
to:
Roger Williams University
Office of Development
Attn: The Mark Gould Memorial
Scholarship and Research Fund
One Old Ferry Road
Bristol,RI 02809
If you have any questions.
please call the Development Office at
(401) 254-3204
ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
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FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE
1999 MEN'S SOCCER

DejaVu
By Onve Ke111111y,
Assis/nu/ At/Jletic Director,
Ad111i11istrntio11
n11dSt>orts l11fon11ntio11

RWU ATHLETESAND TEAMS
FINISH ANOTHERSOLIDYEAR

T

he 1998-99 academic year was a

winner for three H;Hvk learns
.ind numerous .1thlctcs as the
1-Liwks lurned in some superlative ef-

fnrts on the fields c1nd in gymnc1siums
,111 over the Northeast.
Everv vear the Athletic Department h;is

<111cinnual

encl-of-the

vear

/\wards Bc:1nquetwhere several athletes receive major awards. This year
the top winners were Beth Lebowitz
who was named "Female Athlete of
the YcM" and Stuart Hu Ike who was
chosen "tvlc1\c Athlete of the Year"
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Lebowitz had an excellent final
season for the women's volleyball
team. She led the Hawks to the Commonwealth Coast Conference Championship and was named the CCC
tournament's "Most Valuable Player."
She was also selected to play in the
NEWV A Senior Classic All-Star Game
and was named to the All-Tournament Team at the RWU Invitational.
She graduated with a degree in communications.

Hu Ike had an outstanding season
for the Hawk soccer team. He led the
team and the conference in scoring
and was named to the NSCAA AllAmerica Third Team, becoming just
the second athlete in RWU history to
earn NCAA All-America honors. He was also named to the
NSCAA All-New England First
Team and was chosen CCC
"Player of the Year" and to the
All-Conference First Team. He
led the Hawks to a 14-7 record
and second place in the conference
and will return for his junior season in September.

The Sharon Castelli Award is given
annually to a female and a male athlete
who best exemplify the qualities of
dedication, sportsmanship and leadership. Sharon Castelli, Class of 1986, was
the first twelve-letter athlete in RWU
history and was an All-Conference
player in volleyball, basketball and softball. Senior Sandra MacCue was the
female recipient, as she was named to
the All-Conference First Team in softball
and led the squad to a 15-15 record and
second place in the CCC regular season.
She led the team in triples (2), sacrifices
(11) and fielding percentage (.994).
Wrestler Keith Medeiros earned
the male award despite finishing an excellent career with a very disappointing
season. Due to an injury sustained in a
car accident he was able to compete in
only seven matches this season. He
ended his career with a sterling 93-22
(.808) record and is the only two-time
New England champion in school history. He earned All-Pilgrim League honors a 11four seasons and was RWU' s
"Male Athlete of the Year" for 1996-97
and "Co-Male Athlete of the Year" for

1997-98 He graduated in
May with a degree in criminal justice.
Freshmen play
an important role on
many of the teams,
and a female and a
Illa le are honored •
as the "Rookie
Athlete of the
/.;,
Year." Softball
pitcher Lauren
Hall had an excellent debut season, both at
the plate and on the mound.
Offensively she led the team
in hits, batting average and
doubles, and her 46 hits set a
new school single-season
record. On the mound she
led the staff in every category with a 15-12 record
and 2.60 earned run average.
She was named to the AllConference Second Team.
Wrestler Jordan Misiak
was the male recipient after
an outstanding rookie season on the 1nat. He earned
All-New England honors
with a

fourth place finish
in the New England Championships at 197 pounds. It
was the second-highest finish ever for an RWU freshman. He had a solid season
with a 25-7 record and he
led the squad in takedowns
and near-fall two-points. He
earned Pilgrim League AllStar recognition and took
first place in the RWU Invitational.
Senior Carrie Snodgrass
received the James Russo
Award, given annually to the
senior student-athlete with
the highest grade point aver-

age. Snodgrass captained the
equestrian team for the past
three seasons and had a very
fine career. A
Dean's List student, she grad uated with a degree
in communicahons.
Three teallls
had championship
seasons. In the fall
, the women's volleyball tealll had an outstanding season and
captured the first Commonwealth Coast Conference
Championship for a female
team in school history. They
were seeded second in the
tourname,it, knocked off
three-tillle defending champ
Eastern Nazarene College in
the semifinals, and then topseed Colby-Sawyer College
in the title lllatch. In addition
to Lebowitz, Kristin Warren
was honored when she was
nallled to the CCC A\1-Tournament Team.
Tl1e wrestling tealll won
their third straight Pilgrilll
League Challlpionship and
fourth in the past five seasons. They posted a 5-0
record in the league and have
won 13 straight league contests. In addition to Medeiros
and Misiak, Angelo Diaz,
Ray Rask, Brian Bagdon and
Tim Grady were all nallled
to the Pilgrilll League AllStar Team. Tri-captain Jeff
Palmer was na!l1ed the
League's "Scholar-Athlete
Award Winner"
The men's basketball
tean1 won the Comn1onweaJth Coast Conference
d1ampionship with a thrilling
73-68 win over top-seed
Colby-Sawyer College. The
h tie is just the second in lllen' s
basketball for the progralll
and the first in 12 years. They
went 18-9, setting a new
school record for NCAA victories in a season. They fo1ished 10-3 during the CCC
regular season, good for first

place in lhe South Division.
Liam Carr was nallled to the
All-Conference First Team
and Chris Venino was d10sen for the All-Conference
Second Tealll.
In women's soccer, Karen
Kazarosian was named to
the All-Conference First
Team as the Hawks posted a
9-9 record. In addihon to
Hu Ike several other players
had fine seasons for the lllen's
soccer tealll. Freshman Seth
Matheson was named to the
All-Conference First Team
and he was nallled the CCCs
"Rookie of the Year." Sophomore Matt Snow was named
to the All-Conference First
Team and junior Adam Sweet
and freshman Chris Curran
were both nallled to the AllConference Second Tea Ill.
The lllen's vollevball
team went 15-10 and were led
by senior Mike Tartamella,
who finished a solid career.
The men's lacrosse team recorded an 1'1-6record and lost
a 17-10 decision to New England College in the CCC
Championship Game. Seniors
Chris Cokas and Ben Redfield
were named to the All-Conference First Tealll and juniors
Brendan Giblin and Peter
Moran were named to the
Second Team.
The baseball tealll fell
just short of their goal, but
still had a fine season. Thev
went 15-18 and reached the
semifinals of the CCC tournament. Chris Sullivan was
named to the All-Conference First Team and Tom
Laverriere and Matt Killam
were named to the Second
Team. Killam was also
named the conference's
"Pitcher of the Year." He
posted a 6-1 record and 3.52
earned run average.
Highlights were many
for the blue, white and gold
and hopefully that success
will continue as \Ve head
into the 1999-2000 season.❖
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ALUMNI

RELATIONS

ji ...hada

By T/Jo111ns
M. Walker, Director, A/1111111i
Relntio11s

L

here was beautiful
weather (remember
last year?) and an abundance of fun-filled events for
the more than 300 attendees at
this year's Alumni Weekend,
held June 4-6. Once again, the
event set a new attendance
record as old alums and new
converged on the Bristol campus for three days of delicious
food, exciting activities, and
reminiscing with former classmates.

The weekend started off
with a Career Services Open House, registration, and Friday night's memorable Caribbean
ight behind the new
Center for Economic and Environmental Development
(CEED) building. Tiki torches and live steel band music
filled the Bristol shoreline, and frozen drinks and delicious
Caribbean BBQ were on the menu for this fun event. The
evening continued as n1any alumni made their way to

Cillary's, a local favorite on Thames Street.
The next morning, an alumni breakfast and walking
tour of the University started off the day. Many of our
weekend athletes participated in the alumni basketball
and volleyball games, while others laced up their running
shoes for a SK Road Race throughout campus (organized
by alum David Szerlag '85 and his wife Norma). The afternoon offered a bus/ walking tour of Newport, highlighted
by a hike of Sachuest Point led by Margaret Church '79,
director of foundation and corporate relations.
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Some of our alumni stayed on campus for the afternoon, opting for the alumni rugby, lacrosse, soccer and
softball games. The variety of events let attendees enjoy
the beautiful
ew England spring day at their own pace.
Saturday night's highlight was (of course) the annual
Alumni Dinner/ Dance at the Hotel Viking in downtown
Newport. Guests were greeted by President Anthony J.
Santoro, who also presented the annual Distinguished
Alumnus of the Year, Alumni Service, and Young Alumni
Achievement Awards (see page 22). The 184-room Hotel
Viking, built in 1926 by the wealthy mansion owners, was
the perfect setting for an unforgettable night of food, drink
and dancing to the sounds of brass band Mr. Chubb.
Sunday started off with an Alumni Breakfast in the
Bay Room, which included several heartfelt "good-byes."
That was followed by the day's main event, chartered
sailing off the coast of ewport aboard the 101-foot
schooner" Aurora." Many alums, their guests and Vice
President for University Advancement Christel Ertel
enjoyed a beautiful day of sailing aboard this classic
double-masted boat. It was a perfect end to a thoroughly
enjoyable Alumni Weekend '99.
Remember to fill out and return the Alumni Weekend
survey, which you should have received in the mail. This
will help us to plan next year's event, and make your stay
at Roger Williams University even more enjoyable. We
hope to see all of you at next year's Alumni Weekend,
June 2-4, 2000. Celebrating reunion years will be the
classes of '70, '75, '80, '85, '90, and '95.
If you want to get involved in the planning for Alumni
Weekend 2000, call the Alumni Office at 1-800-458-7144,
ext. 3005, or (401) 254-3005. We hope to see everyone there
at our first Alumni Weekend of the new millennium. ❖

great time
being back on
campus~

ji

Since it was our first
time we didn't know what
to expect. My wife and I
were very pleased and truly
enjoyed the weekend. ~
ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
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Members of the H(lwk v11rsity basketball tc,111,edjoi11ed (l/1111111i
for some hotly
contested action. Pictured left to right are (back row) J(l5011Ryan, Kevi11 Bates,
Will Pabst, Ray111011dC(lpecc, Jason Wiggins, Co(lc/, Tom Sienkiewicz, Michael
Lynch, Liam Carr, Matt Scalza, and Robert Sewell. (front row) Jason Simo11ea11,
Bob Rapparelli, George Milot, Jason Trucci, Todd Rivara, Vin Goodwin, James
Rei/Jeling, Frank Rossi, A11drew Burke, a11dKeitlt Manuel.

S1111daywas a pe,fect day for sailing aboard the 1.01' two-masted
scl10011er "A11rora."

'9 ...an enjoyable

'9

You did such
a nice job for the
alumni ... keep up
the great work.~
20
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weekend ...see you
next year...~
It was a great turnout for a spirited al1111111i
lacrosse game._Picturerl ba~k to
front clockwise are: Doug McKemrn, John Chase, Joe Kenum, Ben Redfield,
Bria11 Walker, Justin Theriault, Coach Pat Coo11ey, Brendan McNamara,
Anthony Burghart, Setl1 hmt, Greg Towsley, Jolm Kelly, Rob Matthews, Bill
Curtis, Terry Kelly, Andy Goldberg, Marshall Huggins, and Steve Gryzlo.

From left, Daphne H11lJ/){zrd,professor, social anrl health seniices;
A1111Silvia '99 and Michael Jesse Brow11 '99, co-recipients of the
Lois Je11ckes award; a11rlJo/111Stout, dean, University College.

ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY

21

Takemeouttotheballpark
...

T

he first annual Roger Williams Alumni Association's
Family Night at the new McCoy Stadium was a
huge success. Even though the Pawtucket Red Sox
lost to the Durham Bulls, 4-2, the 375 alumni and guests
had a great time. This first annual event sold out quickly,
so watch your mail for next year! The private party tent
and right center field bleachers provided the perfect place
to view the game and enjoy the all-vou-could-eat BBQ.
The PawSox newly appointed mascot, Paws, posed for
photos with RWU alums and guests during the game and
even sat down to join them in the bleachers. Several lucky
alums caught home run balls and after the game, members
of the PawSox were signing autographs.
What a night for young and old ... food, fun and baseball. We look forward to seeing you next year at the second
annual Roger Williams Alumni Association's Family Night
at the PawSox.

lf.P•tiiliM
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Mark Your Calendar for these
upcoming Alumni Events
Rhode Island Chapter
Saturday, August 28, 1999

Rhode Island Chapter
'vVcdncsdc1\~
December 8, 1999
/-/olidm1 Pn,rt11nt the

VVntaFirc - Tltl! Bonfho11se
Resta11rn11t-Prouidt~11ce

Aldrici, Mn11Sio11\ Varwick

N.Y,/N,J. and Fairfield
County (Conn.) Chapters
Friday, October I, 1999
Receptio11
Locntio11TBA-New York

Boston, Massa ch use Its
Chapter
Fridav, December 10, 1999
/-/olirln11Pnrt11
Locntio11-TBA

Los Angeles, San Diego
California Chapters
Friday, October 29, 1999
A reception n11drli1111er
at La

Rhode Island Chapter
Friday, March 10, 2000
St. Patrick's /~c1111hm
Christie's-Nt·w1wrt

Vnle11cin/-/otel-Ln Jolin

Keep in touch with all the
Alumni happenings at
www.rwu.edu

I~~.
~

ROClR

ft

\\'11u_\\lS

.ILL""

Si:iitiii•i'I

Alumni Weekend
June 2-.J, 2000
Re1111io11
year/or Classes of
'70, '75, '80, '85, '90, '95

Bristo/-Ncwprrt
For more information about
these events call 1-800-458-7144
ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
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J

70

Michael J. Sweeney,

tration, was promoted to ser-

geant with the Providence Police Dcpartmenl. Michael
joined the police department in
1987. Michael resides in North

Providence, R.I.

J

71

Walt Prest, B.S., industrial technology,
retired from his position as a
project engineer at SECO/
VVarwick Corp., in Meadville,
Pa. Walt and his wife, Ruth,

reside in Meadville, Pa.

'73

Alex Marikian, I3.A.,
art, has retired. Alex
resides in Yorba Linda, Calif.
/a, Malcolm

B. Westcott, B.A.,
biology/ sociology, has been
appointed deputy chief in the

armv reserve. Malcolrn has
mor~ than 30 years of service.
Malcolm's

military

a\.VCHds

and decorations include five
Meritorious Service Medals,

the Joint Service Commendation Medal, the Army Com-

mendation Medal, the Army
Achievement

Mcd<1l, the Ex-

Intelligence at a training meet-

Aircraft Crewman Badge, and

ing in Israel between the US

the Army Staff Identification
Badge. Malcolm and his wife,

Army and the Israel Defense

Patricia, reside in Jonesboro, Ga.
?a, Mark S. Williams, B.S., mar-

keting, has been appointed

president of the public relations
division at Harpel I/ Martins and
Company.

24

Force (IDF) from May 21-29,
1999. The annual program ex-

changes training and education techniques bet1,.veenthe
h.vo military services. Edward
and his wife, Denise, reside in
Arlington,

Harpel I/ Martins

and Company is a leading integrated marketing comrnunications agency focusing on business-to-business and consumer
technology. Mark resides in
Marblehead, Mass.
i:>&,Edward

Giarusso, B.A., humanities, is employed by the

J

75

Va.
Leon R. Bilal, B.S.,

civil engineering technology, is a technical director
at UZA Y Makina Ltd. Leon

has a daughter, Melissa, 21,
and a son, Ari, 18. Leon and
his vvife, Surpihi, reside in
Okmeydani Istanbul, Turkey.

77

Department of the Army, Office of the Deputy Chief of

J

Staff for Intelligence as a training specialist. Ed\•vard represented Headquarters, Depart-

the vice president of worldwide
sales at Concord Communications, Inc. in Marlborough,
Mass. Concord Communications develops, seils, and sup-

ment of the Army, Office of
the Deputy Chief of Staff for

ON
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Daniel D. Phillips, Jr.,
B.A., psychology, is

ALUMNI

"That whole weekend it
poured, but I didn't mind the rain
at all," said Todd. "It was my first
date with Cathy. Becauseof the
rain everyone bonded together.
You really got to talk to people
and reminisce. It was a great
weekend."
Cathy, a native of Morristown, N ..J., was quite active while
a student at Roger Williams. She
worked as an RA in all three
dorms and the Almeida Apartments. That's where she first met
Todd, but they didn't stay in
touch until a little over a year ago.
"I ran into Melissa Anderson
('91 ), who was trying to get some
of our old classmatestogether,"
said Cathy. "That's when I saw
Todd again, and we decided we'd
attend Alumni Weekend."
Cathy is currently the promotions manager at Six Flags
Great Adventure in Jackson,
N.J., where she is responsible for
setting up discount coupon programs with major clients such as
Coca-Cola, Exxon and Burger
King. She is also in charge of
radio and TV promotions for
the world-famous amusement
park.
Todd, a native of Tolland,
Conn., isa 3-D computeranimator/
digital retoucherfor Interprocess

ports a family of turnkey, scal-

able, and automated software
for managing computer networks,

'80

pert Field Medical Badge, the

FOCUS

It's not so rare for two Roger
Williams students to meet on
campus, begin dating, and
eventually get married. It is
rare, however, when newlyweds-to-be begin their courtship almost a decade after they
last set foot on campus.
That was the case for Todd
Drury '91, B.A., fine arts, and
Cathy Ann Materazo '90, B.S.,
businessadministration, who
had known each other while attending Roger Williams, but
didn't have their first date until
Alumni Weekend 1998. (They
just became newlyweds on
July 31, 1999. Todd's sister
Gretchen Drury '94, served
as Maid of Honor, and Joe
Rielly '91, was Best Man.

Notes

Class

B.S., business adminis-

John Mount, B.S.,

administration of justice, is a senior investigator in
the major crime-homicide unit
for the Ocean County Prosecutors Office in Toms River, N.J.
John resides in Toms River, N.J.,
with his wife, Debbie, and children John, 9, Mackenzie, 2, and
Melanie, born April 30, 1999.
la- Stephanie (Taber) Prince,

B.S., administration of justice,
is an assistant manager of the
family practice division at
Piedmont Primary Care in
Warrenton, Va. Stephanie and
her husband, William, reside
in Remington, Va.
t'"a, Tim

Rawson, B.S., marketing, is a vice president at Distributor Resource Management,
Inc. in Cape Coral, Fla. He is
responsible for developing and
successfully marketing a rebate

tracking software program to
the foodservice industry. Tim
resides in Cape Coral, Fla.,
with his wife, Becky, and chil-

dren Pamela, 10, and Sean, 7.
Serviceof Stamford,Conn. His
work is mainly in the packaging
industry for clientssuchas
Kellogg's,Kraft and Dannon.
Todd works with the image of
the product, and enhancesit for
the packaging.
"In other words, I make a
cup of soup you see on a company's brand label look rich
and delicious," said Todd. "I
make everything look beaubful."
Working with 3-D graphics provides Todd with a constant challenge, as he has to
find different resources to
solve various design problems.
He hopes in the future that
he'll be able to utilize more
3-D animation in his work,
similar to what was done in
the movie Toy Story.
"We're trying to bring that
type of work to our company,
and provide our clients with a
new service that can be used in
a variety of media, including
television, advertising and the
Internet," said Todd.
If you would like to get
some advice regarding the
animation/graphic design
field, you can reach Todd at
todd@ipservice.com. They
plan to reside in Greenwich,
Conn.-JK

'83

James Walker, B.A.,

theatre, is a technical
support representative with
PUMA Technology. James and
his wife, Holly, reside in North
Chelmsford, Mass.

'85

Mark Knapp, B.S.,
chemistry, has been

promoted to manager of quality systems for Wyeth Ayerst

Laboratories. Mark and his
wife, Laura, reside in Richmond, Va.
?a, Robert Lewis, B.S., me-

chanical engineering, is the
vice president for corporate
development at Continental
Capital Unlimited.

This posi-

tion focuses on penetrating
and developing business in the
Chinese marketplace for European and American companies. Robert and his wife,
Lynn, reside in Irvine, Calif.

'88

89

J

Gayle (Fraser)Lafleche,
B.S., biology, is a

Chittenden Bank. Denise and
her husband, Alain, reside in

Westminster, Vt.

communications,

has been

technical service representa-

promoted to district sales

tive with FMC BioProducts in
Rockland, Maine. Gayle and
her husband, Mark, reside in
Litchfield, N.H.

in West Greenwich, R.I. Robert resides in Portsmouth, R.I.

?a, Kevin Negrott, B.S., me-

chanical engineering technician, is a senior manufacturing
engineer at Bayer Diagnostics
Croup in East Walpole, Mass.

Kevin resides in Newton, Mass.
la, Paul M. Shenosky, B.S., in-

dustrial technologies, has been

promoted to director of sales
and development at R.J. Lee

Solutions in Monroeville, Pa.
Paul and his wife, Irene, reside
in Middletown,

'90

R.I.

James P. Liguori, A.S.,

administration of justice, has been promoted to sergeant within the Westerly Po-

lice Department. James has
been with the department
since 1984, serving as corporal
la- Cathy Ann Materazo, B.S.,

business administration, is a
promotions manager with Six
Flags Great Adventure.

manager with Patriot Security

'92

Cathy

resides in Greem..vich, Conn.
la- John C. Murphy,

B.A., art,
presented the ongoing

monthly lecture series "Callery Spotlight: Baroque Painting" on March 19, 1999. John
spoke on 17th-century Euro-

pean painting, scenes from the

Michael Battersby,

B.S., arts, is manager

of manufacturing/product

de-

administrator at Oppenheimer
Funds, Inc. in Englewood,
Colo. Sandy resides in Lakewood, Colo.

'95

Sara Brown, B.A.,

communications, has
been promoted lo project manager at Lucent Technologies in
Warren, N.j. Sara resides in

velopment at Palatin Technologies. Michael resides in

Parsippany, N.j.

Plainsboro, N.J.

,a, Marco Giarelli,

,a. Holly Pruell, B.A., dance,
performed with the Nicola

Hawkins Dance Company at the
Tsai Performing Arts Center in
Boston, Mass. Holly is a dance
instructor at Le Studio Dance in
Mansfield, Mass. She resides in
Mansfield.

'93

Justin Besterman, B.S.,

business administration, is a private banker for Saudi
Arabia at Credit Suisse Private
Banking in Zurich, Switzerland.
Justin resides in Zurich.
ia.

since 1994.

Didier

Bouvet, B.S., busi-

ness administration, is the director of international market·
ing, student recruitment at
Edrnonds Community College, Seattle, Wash. Didier

and his wife Melissa, '97,
B.Arch., reside in Seattle.
la, Howard Brande, B.S.,

administration of justice, has
completed basic training at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot in
San Diego, Calif.

B.S., busi-

is self-employed as an
architectural consultant and
home inspector. Scott started

ministration of justice, was promoted to sergeant within the
Providence Police Department.
William has been a patrolman
since joining the force in January
1989. William resides in North
Providence, R.I.
/a, Heather Seigars, I3.Arch.,

architecture, is a patient accounts manager at Genesis
Eldercare. Heather is attending Central Connecticut State
University, vvorking toward
her elementary education
teacher certificate. Heather resides in Newington, Conn.

'96

a Bible study in Nashua, N.H.

\•vhich grew into a church congregation, of which he is now
pastor. Scott and his wife,
Maria, reside in Nashua, N.H.
?a-

Nicole Corbett, B.A., com-

munications, is owner of Ace
Publishing. Ace Publishing
designs company logos, busi-

ness cards, brochures, newsletters and advertisements.
Nicole resides in Climax, N.C.

ia. Paul Fradet,

B.S., market-

sides in Studio City, Calif.

Cambridge, Mass.

'94

,a, Jonathan Patsavos, B.A., po-

Kyle resides in Coventry, R.I.
,a, Cindy L. Rowell, B.A.,

dance, is co-owner of "The
Dance Force" TM, a professional dance company specializing in hip-hop, jazz and

modern dance. Cindy resides
in Brockton, Mass.

Joe Comes, B.Arch.,

litical science, is finance director
for Congressman James P.
McGovern. Jonathan was responsible for fund raising during the congressman's re-election this past November. He is
currently preparing for the 2000
re-election campaign. Jonathan
resides in Newton, Mass.

'97

B.A.,

Bridgewater State College,

Bridgewater, Mass. Candace
resides in \Narren, R.I.
?a,

Jessica Sasseville, B.Arch,

is an intern at REC Architects
in \Nest Palm Beach, Fla.
Jessica recently completed a
model of Mar-a-Lago mansion
on Palm Beach Island for
Donald Trump. Jess resides in
Boynton Beach, Fla.
la- Dimitria

E. Stefanopoulos,
B.S., biology, is a surgical technician at Taconic Farms, Inc. in
Germantown, N.Y. Dimitria
resides in Athens, N.Y.

Laureen (Costyla)

ing, is a technical support analyst at MIB Inc. Paul resides in

Kyle E. Rekas, B.S.,

'98

history, has been named director of alumni relations at

atre, is an assistant director at
Paramount Pictures. Ellen re-

administration of justice, is a police officer in the
town of arragansett, R.I.

B.S.,

,a, Candace A. Maguire,

la, Ellen Hornstein,

Scott Boren, B.Arch.,

,a, Cheryl Hickerson,

,a, William Merandi, A.S., ad-

Milford, Conn.

'91

business pro-

is an intern at Anderson Architecture in Boca
Raton, Fla., were he resides.

Donald, Ore.
B.A., the-

developing

cesses. Stuart married last
December and is living in
northwest London.

Homer, B.S., marketing, is a web developer al
Kaplan Communications, an
internet design company.
Mark resides in Atlanta, Ca.

the Rhode Island School of De-

Providence, R.I.

B.S., in-

ternational business, is a business systems analyst at International Drinks Manufacturer,

t'a.- Mark

sign education department for
eight years. John resides in

compared landscapes from
Holland, Spain, and France.
John has been associated with

,a, Stuart Diamond,

business administration, is an
associate with W.P. Corcoran
Associates in VValtham, Mass.
Cheryl resides in Acton, Mass.

Fanone, B.Arch., is
employed at Perkins Eastman
Architects in New Canaan,
Conn. Laureen resides in

,a, Brian Cobb, B.A., architec-

to the patrol division. Richard
resides in Milford, Conn.

ness administration, is a commercial manager at
Distribuidora Leonardo da
Vinci Ltd. Marco resides in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

ture, is a project manager at
Rictek' R Unlimited. Brian
and his wife, Tracy, reside in

Bible and mythology, and

Denise C. Michaud,

B.S., business administration, has been promoted
to assistant vice president at

/a. Robert N. Ruttenberg, B.A.,

Richard Dabrowski,

Births

'80

Zachar\• and
Michaela, June 28, 1998,
to Joseph Sedlak, B.S.,marine

biology, and his wife, Bridgetta.
Joseph is a net'\vork analysis \vith
Cable Wireless USA. They reside
i.n Manassas, Va

'84

Charlotte Finch,
May 23, 1999, to Bill

McKean, B.S., administration
of justice, and his wife, Pol Iv.
They also have a daughter, Ellen, 8. Bill is vice president of

iriarkebng for U.S. Oncology in
Houston, Texas. Thev reside in
The Woodlands, Texas.

'85

Brendan Barrett,

August 16, 1998, to
Mark D. Stewart, B.S., busi-

1a, Sandy Wynne, B.S., busi-

B.S., administration of
justice, was hired by the Stamford Police Department in Oc-

wife, Donna (Barrett), B.S.,

ness administration,

tober 1998. Richard is assigned

rnarketing. They also have a

is a UNIX

ness management, and his
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"Active" is the appropriate
word to describe Florence M.
Gray '74, A.S., B.5., social
science.
Active in her community,
in her fight for the poor and
disadvantaged, in her support
of education, and in her quest
to help society.
Her lifelong humanitarian efforts led the City of
Newport (R.I.) to rename its
multi-purpose center the Florence M. Gray Office of
Multi-services
This remarkable 78-yearyoung woman is still just as
sharp as ever, although now
she limits the number of organizations for which she volunteers.
"I still go to school committee and city council meetings, and I do work for Newport Hospital and the Public
Library, but I've cut down on
the number of boards I serve
on. I've got to start enjoying
my retirement someday."
Florence first came to
Roger Williams in 1969 as one
of the first Head Start students, a government program
that provided assistance for

ON

la. Alicia Anne, March 1, 1999,

ALUMNI

non-traditional students interested in attending college. Florence, a Newport native, first
took classesat nearby Salve
Regina (then) College and eventually transferred to Roger Williams.
Her first time back in a
classroom in nearly 30 years
didn't intimidate Florence. In
fact, she ended up earning
associate's and bachelor's
degrees at Roger Williams with
magna cum laude honors.
Florence has been the driving force behind a number of
social and volunteer organizations in Newport. One of her
more visible positions was as

to Donna (Napoli) Velasco,
B.A., psychology, and her husdirector of Newport's Head
Start Program, a position she
held for more than seven
years. She has consistently
championed bettering the
lives of others.
"I was raised in a Newport housing complex, and I
truly believe it's not where
you live but how you live,"
said Florence. "All three of
my children went to college.
From the ten houses in our
complex, every child either
finished high school or went
on to college."
She credits Roger Williams with providing a solid
education and lifting her
confidence level to new
heights. Some of the professors she remembers as being
"truly outstanding" are
Eugene Brickach, professor
of letters and philosophy,
and University College Dean
John Stout.
"I can't say enough good
things about Roger Williams,"
she said. "I'm pleased that
Roger Williams still has a high
percentage of continuing education students. I'm a lifelong
advocate of education." -JK

band, David Velasco. Donna is
a clinical social worker at

toric preservation,

Catholic Charities in East
Brunswick, N.J. They reside in
Old Bridge, N.J.

an assistant director at the
Diocese of Providence stew-

'92

Andrew Jay Jr., January 13, 1999, to Christine (Rupp) Bella, B.S., busi-

ness administration,

and her

husband, Andrew J. Bella.

Christine is a management accountant at Reuters. They reside in Norwalk, Conn.
la. Ryan Hunter, January 25,

ness management, and her
husband, Eric Stone. Eric is an
area rental manager at Enterprise Rent-A-Car. Charyl is a
manager for D & D Stores Inc.
Italian Imports. They reside in
Wethersfield, Conn.
Alexandra Winfield, October 4,
1998, to Jonathan Yarrington,
B.A., psychology, and his wife,
Amanda (Antos), '94, B.A.,
psychology. Jonathan is a staff-

ing generalist in the nuclear
materials technology division
at Los Alamos National Laboratory in Los Alamos, N.M.,

'87

Taylor Jonathan,
May 1-l, 1999, to Lori

(Rose) Araujo, 13.S.,accounting and her husband, Fabian.
They reside in Greenville, R.I.
ia. Austin Robert, October 26,

Anthony. They reside in
Vancouver, British Columbia.

'88

Olivia Mary, Decem
ber 14, 1998, to Rick

Machaud, B.S., marketing, and
his wife, Lori. Rick is the
ovvner / president of The
Graphic Group, a print brokerage firm. They reside in
Wakefield, Mass.

1998,to April (Rose) Booth,

90

B.S., chemistry, and her husband, Willi,;1111.
April is a chemist at Baron Consulting Com-

r
Alexander Taylor,
January 4, ·1999,to
Andrew Chuckas, B.A., indi-

pany in Milford, Conn. They

vidual, and his wife, Jill. Andrew is an account executive

reside in Guilford, Conn.
~•- Olivia Isabel, August 2,
1998, to Carol (Krantz)

Markham, B.S., marine biology, and her husband, Jim

Markham, B.S., marine biology. They also have a daughter, Emily Louise, 5. Jim is a
fisheries biologist for the

Maryland Department of
Natural Resources. They reside in Centreville, Maryland.

,a. Anthony, July 3, 1997, to
Anne (Lunig) Tunno, B.S., in-

dividual, and her husband,
26
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,a, Ryan Joseph,Mard, 6, 1999,

to Lisa (Salatto) Hilton, B.A.,
psychology, and her husband,
Jeff Hilton. They reside in

Madison, Conn.
~•- Zane Patric, December 10,
1997, to Jonathan Carnes,

B.Arch., and his wife, Kathleen
Martin. Jonathan is an intern
architect with Crawford and
Steams Preservation Architects. They reside in Auburn,
N.Y.
la. Mikayla Jean, July 2, 1998, to

Eric Gempp, B.S., administration of justice, and his wife,

reside in Stamford, Conn.

Jennifer (Munroe), B.S., his-

'91

toric preservation. Jennifer is
an assistant director at the Diocese of Providence Stewardship

engineering. They also have a
daughter, Kristen, 3. Natalie is
a third grade teacher with
Canton Public Schools.

Michael is a civil engineer at
Marchionda and Assoc. L.P.
They reside in Canton, Mass.

and Development Office. They

reside in East Greenwich, R.I.
t"a, Korey

architecture. Lisa is a project
manager with Nashawtuc Architects in Concord, Mass. Andrew is a network administrator with Raytheon Corp. Head-

quarters in Lexington, Mass.
They reside in Littleton, Mass.

~•- Morgan Kate, March 14,

at J. Brown/ LMC Group. They

Emily Rose, May 11,
1999, to Natalie
(Nastasi) Fabbiano, B.A., psychology, and her husband,
Michael Fabbiano, '92, B.S.,

'93

Kyle Andrew,
November 26, 1998, to
Lisa (Bellardino) Adamiak,
B.A., architecture, and her husband, Andrew Adamiak, B.A.,

Matthew, March 7,

1999, to Bryan Myers, B.S.,

construction management, and
his wife, Caryn. Bryan is a
project sales manager with
Precast Specialties Corp. They

reside in Easton, Mass.

1999, to Cherie (Gilman)
Buszczak, B.A., psychology,
and her husband, Mike

Buszczak. Cherie is a mental

and her

husband, Gregory. Jennifer is

ardship development office in
Cranston, R. l. They reside in
East Greenwich, R.l.

'95

Paige Mackenzie,
February 16, 1998, to
Colleen Lynch, B.A., English,
and her husband, Craig
Pomerantz. Colleen is attending graduate school at SUNY
New Paltz. They reside in
High Falls, N.Y.

1999, to Charyl-Ann
(D'Aprile) Stone, B.S., busi-

where they reside.

daughter, Colleen Marie, 5,
and son, Scan Mark, 3. They
reside in Shelton, Conn.

'94

Mikayla Jean, July 2,
1998, to Jennifer
(Munroe) Gernpp, B.S., his-

Marriages
r

77

Steve Spivey, B.S.,
marketing, to Cathie
Lederie. Steve is senior direc-

tor of strategic marketing and
sales for new business development, consumer products,
computer organization for
Hewlett Packard in Stamford,

Conn. They reside in Darien,
Conn.

'83

Beth Brownlie, B.A.,
psychology, to Mark
W. Rogers. Beth is a wound

care consultant with Pegasus

'86

Dayna RothmanPerez, B.S.,paralegal

studies, to Dan Perex. Dayna is
a senior real estate property
agent for the County of Los Angeles Department of Public
Works in Alhambra, Calif. They

reside in West Covina, Calif.

'87

Paul V. Firoetti,
B.Arch., architecture,
to Sylvia C. Luzio. Paul is a
self-employed architect for
Edificio Inc., Hamden. They

Ed is an architect with
Robinson Green Beretta in
Providence, R.l. They reside
in Bristol, R.I.

to

David P. Cheney. Merril le is a

health center assistant at Lincoln Academy in Newcastle,
Maine. They reside in Bristol,

Maine.

'92

Ronald J. Davis, Jr.,
B.A., philosophy, to
Megan N. Huff. Ronald is employed at M&L Traps. They

reside in Warren, R.I.

Douglas and his wife,
Cynthia, care for two Siberian
tigers on 160 acres near
Boulder, Colo. They know
more tigers need to be rescued
and will do just that as funding
permits.
After graduating from
Roger Williams, Douglas
became a stock broker in New
York City, where he met
Cynthia. A year later they
moved to Colorado, where
Douglas continued in his
profession, founding his own
stock brokerage firm, Hertweck
& Associates.
la. Mark Haskell, B.S., busi-

ness administration,

to Stacy

(Bemklau) '95, B.S., marine biology. Stacy is a marine biolo-

gist supervisor at Springborn
Labs in Wareham, Mass. Mark
is the Rhode Island account
manager for Health Drive
Corp., Newton, Mass. Mark is
also a senior lieutenant and
emergency medical technician
for the Rehoboth Fire Department. They reside in Rehoboth,

Mass.

'90

administration, to Lars Pak.
Marla is a zone manager with

la- Elwood M. Johnson, Jr.,

BlC Graphic USA. They reside
in Seattle, Wash.

to Melissa J. Curcio. Elwood is

reside in Deep River, Conn.

and her husband, Edward S.
Cifune, 94, B.A., architecture.

(Clark) Cheney,

B.A., communications,

ALUMNI

I&- Marla Tracy, B.S., business

1999, to Nancy (Gabriel)

Cifune, B.A., creative writing,

la. Merrillee

ON

reside in Hamden, Conn.

la- Edward George, May 21,

New Haven, Conn.

Douglas A. Hertweck '90,
B.5., business administration,
tells us that two tigers go
through 1,500 pounds of raw
meat a month. Yet he's not a
circus manager, a zookeeper
or a veterinarian. His mission
and that of his organization is
to preserve the lives of tigers
who are often discarded by
zoos, circuses, or confiscated
by law enforcement agencies.
As executive director and
president of Royal Tiger
Preservation, Inc., a charitable
corporation, he provides a
home for displaced tigers. He
established the organization
after a close look at a zoo
where there were more tigers
behind the scenes than on
display. "W.hen I asked,
'What are you going to do
with all these tigers?' I was
told 'These tigers will be
euthanized tomorrow so cubs
can go on display."'
"After this and other
similar incidences, I decided
to do something about it, so I
formed Royal Tiger Preservation, Inc. My first rescue was
of two Siberian tigers that
were displaced by an organization that went bankrupt."

Airwave/Getinge Castle.
They reside in Dover, N.H.

Abigail Theresa
Denney, B.A., architecture, to Matthew Ciaglo.
Abigail is employed as an architect with S/L/ A/M Collaborative, Glastonbury, Conn. They

health worker at the Hospital
of St. Raphael. They reside in

FOCUS

'91

Jonathan Carnes,
8.A., architecture, to
Katheen Martin. Jonathan is
an intern architect with
Crawford and Steams Preservation Architects. They reside
in Auburn, N.Y.

'93

Amy Drukman, B.A.,
psychology, to Robert
Difabio, B.A., psychology.
They reside in Salem, Mass.
~a, Lauren Jane Distasio, B.A.,

psychology, to Jonathan Zuk.
Lauren is employed by New
England Orthotic and Prothetic
Systems. They reside in
Guilford, Conn.

B.S., administration
a detective/sergeant

of justice,
with the

Rhode Island State Police.
They reside in Wickford, R.I.

~a, Robert Page, A.S., administration of justice, to Dayna
D'Arezzo. Robert is employed
by the Warwick Police Department, R.1. They reside in
Cranston, R.l.

But Douglas would rather
talk about tigers than bulls
and bears. He says there are
two types of tigers, those
with manners and those with
no manners. The mannered
type understands humans and
responds to friendliness; the
unmannered can be dangerous. In either case, don't turn
your back or run, or their basic
wild instincts kick in, he says.
For photos and more
information about saving the
tiger, visit Royal Tiger Preservation lnc.'s website at
www.royaltiger.org. - DHD

'95

Eric R. Leighton,

B. Arch., architecture,
to Amie L. Bourassa. Eric is
employed as an intern architect
by Wallace Roberts and Todd
of Philadelphia. They reside in
Huntington Valley, Pa.

'96

Peter Bilodeau, B.S.,

construction management, to Danielle Lagueux
Peter is a project manager at
Bro\vn Construction Inc. in
Portland, Maine. They reside
in Brunswick, Maine.
la, Christine

Sullivan, B.A.,
psychology, to Frank Barreta.

Christine is employed by the
Connecticut Department of
Children and Families in East
Windsor, Conn. They reside
in Y\laterbury, Conn.
Donna Parisi, B.S., paralegal studies, to Peter Morandi,
B.S., construction managet'&,

ment. Donna is employed by

a talent agency and Peter is a
project manager for a contractROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
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SNAPSHOTS

Gary Bahr - co11ti1111crlfnm1
/'nsc "/-1

Mark Gould - co11li1111erlfro111
pnge 15

abroad program, in conjunction with Catholic University in
Lisbon.
Prior to joining the RWU law school faculty in 1993,
Professor Bahr had been a professor at Quinnipiac School
of Law, Harnden, Conn.; the University of Bridgeport,
Bridgeport, Conn., Capital University, Columbus, Ohio;
and the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Va.
A graduMe of the University of South Dakota, where
he earned an undergraduate
and J.D. degree, he received
an LL.M. degree from New York Universitv School of Law.
He was~ past president and on the boa,rd of directors of
the Kennebunk (Maine) Coastal Association, a former member and on the board of directors of the French Arnerican
School of Rhode Island and a rncrnber of the Masonic Lodge
of Siam Falls.
The University extends its deepest sympathy to his wife,
Anita; son, Gary; and daughter, Kary. -OHO

ists and an advocate for all things wild and natural. To
him, science wasn't merely a scholarly pursuit, but a way
to do good for the world."
Arnong the alurnni reacting to Dr. Gould's death were
Rick Huntley '77, Heather (Sheehy) Ferro '95, Pedro
Matta '99 and Tammy Ciak '99:
Rick: "Mark truly loved to teach. He presented us
with and was an irnportant part of experiences we will
cherish for a Iifeti me."
Heather: "It was because of Mark that I learned to love
learning. Mark was truly one of a kind."
Pedro: "Mark didn't treat us as students, he treated us
as equals. In and out of class we argued, cried, and laughed
together all the while learning his lessons ... not so much of
biology, but of life. These lessons I still practice today"
Tamn1y: "He was an amazing and profound man, who
went above and beyond for the University, especially the
students."
The University extends its heartfelt condolences to his
wife, Lisa, and daughters Hannah and Meghan, as well as
his brothe,; James, and sister, Jane Touros. -OHO

ing firm. They reside in
\Vc-;tbury,

71 Allan J. Arago,

f

N.Y.

BS.,

eng1nccnng, or

'82

Ricky 0. Ricard, B.S.,
business administra-

tion, of VVillimantic, Conn.,

until she retired in 1990. She is

,a. Kevin 0. Nusky, 13.S.,busi-

died May 12, 1999. He was the

ne-,-, .idministr,1tion,

ployed as a senior resident en-

owner and operator of "The

survived by her parents,
Everett and Sybil Levinson,
l\.-.1 0 daughters,
Deborah and
Shc1ron Tobias, and a brother,
Phil Levinson. ❖

L. Nowell.

Kc\·in is., strategic

account manc1gcr with /\1TlcriC<1n Power Conversion.
They
reside in Newport, R.l

gineer at Vollmer Associates of
Boston since 1993. He is survived by his wife Cynthia
(I race) f\rago.

r

Obituaries
f

70 William R. Koehler,

i::-tr,1\iun,

13.S.,busines:, adminof North Kingstown,

R.I., died FL'bruary 16, 1999.

76 William T. Martin,

B.S., business admin-

istration, of Naples, Flc1.,died

Real Estate Shopper." He is
survived by his rnolher,
Colette Ricard of Willirnanlic;
his brother and sister-in-law,
Michael and Suzanne Ricard;
and a sister and brother-inlaw, Suzanne and Thoirias
Sassaman.

April 27, 1999. Mr. Martin
served as director

of personnel

at St. Luke's Hospital. Mr
Martin was survived by his
wife Jenny (Camandona) Martin, his son, Andrew Martin,
c1nd sister Marie Gentry.

f

AffENTION ALUMNI

84 Brynne Tobias,

B.S.,
social and health services, of Cranston, R.I., died
May 12, 1999. Brynne was a
registered nurse for 25 years
and assistant director of the In-

NOTICEOF MISPRINT IN
THE ALUMNI DIRECTORY
Michael J. McDevitt, B.S.,
business c1dministration,
Class of '72, was incorrectly
listed as deccc1scd. Michael
is alive and well! He is em-

gage, Madison, Conn., and
is living in Guilford, Conn.

Year of Graduation

19

Address

City
b this a new address?

State

no

yes

!)resent job title .ind company

Home phone

Zip
'Nork phone

name

Company t1ddrcss
I kre's my BIG news for "'Class Notes":

Return to: Tl,e Bridge, Office of Alurnni Relations, Roger Williarns University
One Old Ferry Road, Bristol, RI 02809-2921.
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THE BRIDGE•

Summer1999

L:\dm1ss1011s
CJJeouse
dBstorp

ployed at Applegate Mort-

We've told you all the Roger Williams University news. Now, we'd like to know about
you. Please take a moment to fill out this forrn and return it to the address below.
Name

YESTERDAY

stitute of Mental Health and
General Hospital for 10 years

Seekonk, Mass., died April 8,
1999. Mr Arago had been em-

to Kirstin

FROM

T

he Adrnissions House/Visitors Center has quite a history. In 1875
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Marshall Howe established a dairy farm on
what is now the Roger Williams University Bristol campus. The
resident farmer, who managed the horses, milked the cows and raised
vegetables, lived in the house for many years.
They called the land on which the University now stands
"Ferrycliffe Farrn," after the nearby ferry to Aquidneck Island and the
steep terrain at the water's edge.
In 1969 the original farrn property, consisting of 63 acres, was
acquired by the University. In subsequent years the University purchased the rernaining 77 acres together with the farmhouse and the
barn, the only remaining original farm buildings.
The Offices of Public Relations and Developrnent were located in
the farmhouse for two years, until moving to the School of Law Building. In 1993 the house was refurbished, retaining much of the original
structure, and the Office Admissions/ Enrollment Managernent, previously located in the Adrninistration building, was relocated to what is
now "Alumni House/ Visitors Center."
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his is your opportunity to have your name or the name of someone you would like
to honor or remember, permanently placed in the new Roger Williams University
"Walk of Fame." Join over 900 alumni, parents and friends who have already purchased
their bricks.
This is an excellent way to show your loyalty and pride in Roger Williams. Your gift
ensures your legacy will be set in stone for years to come. When you visit Roger Williams in the future and stroll along the "Walk of Fame," your message will mark your
participation in this very special program in the history of the University.
Proceeds from the sale of the bricks will be applied to the Walk of Fame Scholarship
Fund.
To purchase a brick, simply call the Alumni Office at (401) 254-3005 or
1-800-458-7144.

